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DOJ division leader apologizes for license lapse and inadvertent practice
By Karen Rubin, Thompson Hine LLP
Have you recently made a career move — maybe going inhouse? Or shifting from a
firm to government
work? When you’re dealing
with a work-life change, watch
out for details that can tooeasily fall through the cracks
— like your license to practice,
the date it expires,
and whether you are in line
to get an expiration notice.
Illustrating the possible pitfalls: a high-level Justice Department lawyer was in the
spotlight this week because he
practiced for two months
while unaware that his license
had lapsed. He issued apology letters, including to the
Ninth Circuit, where he
had presented an oral argument while unlicensed.
“I wish to correct…”
As reported in Law360, the
lawyer heads the DOJ’s Environment and Natural Resources Division. He has been
a member of the D.C. bar
since 1997, and worked at
Kirkland & Ellis before joining
the DOJ in 2018. His license
was deactivated October 1 for
not paying his annual bar
dues.
In apology letters he sent to
three federal courts where he
practiced while his license was
inactive, the lawyer said that
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the D.C. bar did not have his
correct address and that he
didn’t get mail forwarded from
his former firm; as a result, he
didn’t receive notice about the
dues deadline. Once he discovered his license had
lapsed, he paid up the next
day, he said.
During his twelve years at
Kirkland, the lawyer said in
the letters, the firm handled
payment of his bar dues.

“If in appearing at oral argument,” the lawyer wrote to
the Ninth Circuit, “I implicitly
represented that my D.C. bar
license was active and was
authorized to represent the
United States at that time … I
wish to correct any such implicit representation and extend my sincere apology.”
Don’t let this happen to
you!

Model Rule 5.5 bars practicing
law in a jurisdiction in violation of the regulation of the
legal profession in that jurisdiction. Every jurisdiction prohibits unlicensed practice. We’ve pointed
out before the woes that can
befall in-house counsel, for
example, who fail to keep up
their corporate license registration. Here, the problem
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Tech Tip: Wolters Kluwer content access available through Cheetah ™
By Julie Koehne, Systems Librarian
Through the years we would access content using different platforms for specific content.
Now Wolters Kluwer has merged the content into one platform called Cheetah ™. The
Law Library subscribes to the Litigation and Tax packages.
To access the databases from the comfort of your home or office, log
into our website and look for “Wolters Kluwer Cheetah.”

Once you register with the application, it will allow you to access the Cheetah™ home
page.

The Cheetah™ home page is your starting point to Browse and Search its various content.
For more help with Cheetah™ visit:
https://wolterskluwerlb.uservoice.com/knowledgebase/articles/309333-getting-started-withcheetah
Hamilton County Law Library Newsletter
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Accessing the LexisNexis® Digital Library App on your mobile device.
The way you access this content is simple:
1. Download and install the app from your preferred
store.

2. When prompted, enter your institution’s library code.
Hamilton County Law Library’s code is “cocll.”

cocll

3. Select “Hamilton County Law Library” from
the dropdown menu.
Type in your login information which is the same
ID and password as your remote access to the
Hamilton County Law Library. Contact the Law
Library if you do not know it.
Hint: ID is lastnamefirstname and password is
you borrower number.

4. Start exploring your
LexisNexis® Digital Library.
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appears to have been a career move from
private practice to government work
with the accompanying change of address. In his apology letters, the lawyer
pointed out that his old firm had also
moved to a new address after he left. That
surely made the snafu worse.
I’ve practiced with a large firm for my
whole career, and the DOJ lawyer’s situation also illustrates how relatively easy
we big-firm lawyers have it when it comes
to the nitty-gritty details of practice. It’s
easy to become dependent on great support services — like staff that takes care of
annual registration dues, or administering the IOLTA account or running the conflict-checking data base.
Just be aware that when making a change
from one practice environment to another,
you may have to pick up some tasks — and
a change-of-address form may be one of
them.

Article reprinted with permission.
Karen Rubin is a member of Thompson
Hine’s business litigation group. She is
a former chair of the Certified Grievance
Committee of the Cleveland Metropolitan
Bar Association, and a member and past
chair of the Ohio State Bar Association’s
Ethics Committee. She also chairs that
committee’s Ethics Opinions subcommittee,
and has authored several ethics opinions on
behalf of the OSBA interpreting the Ohio
Rules of Professional Conduct. Karen also
is an adjunct professor at ClevelandMarshall College of Law, teaching legal ethics.
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A Reminder: Doors to subscriber and staff spaces will
be locked
Installation of the door at the top of
the ramp to the computer lab, boardroom and staff office area is nearly
completed. There is currently a door to
the new subscriber lounge/State of
Ohio Room which we have propped
open. These areas are both designed
as a special benefit for use by our subscribers and county employees. Beginning in March the doors will be closed,
and access to the spaces will be obtained through a keypad lock. The code
will be six digits, easy to remember,
and the same for both doors.
Like always, you are more than welcome to bring clients and nonsubscribers into our subscriber-only
spaces as long as you are escorting
them. The Main Room, including the
women’s restroom in the lobby of the
new State of Ohio Room, will remain
accessible to the public. Please ask any

library staff member for the code when
you visit the library.
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CBA Bundle Renewals
Please remember to renew your Law Library subscription when you renew your
CBA membership if you participated in
the HCLL/CBA bundle last year. You
should be receiving renewal information
from the CBA soon if you haven’t already.
Library subscribers who selected the bundle last year will have until the close of
the CBA renewal cycle to renew the bundle for the period of May 2020-May 2021.
Please contact Lauren with any questions.

April Board Meeting
The Hamilton County Law Library Resources Board will hold its regular April
quarterly board meeting on Tuesday, April
21, 2020 at 11am at the Robert S. Marx
Law Library, University of Cincinnati, 2540
Clifton Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45219. Meetings
are open to the public. The Board will not
meet on April 9, 2020.

Topical Updates
If you have not signed up before and would
like to start receiving substantive bi-weekly
updates in one or more practice areas,
please visit the topical updates page on our
website to sign up. You can select from the
following areas of law:
Criminal
Employment
Estates and Trusts
Family Law
Intellectual Property
Pension Benefits
Real Estate
Tax
Torts
If you have any questions about this please
feel free to contact our Reference Librarian,
Amy Kurlansky.

Upcoming CLEs
Wednesday, March 18, 2020, 12 pm-1 pm
Medicaid Planning
Presenter: Attorney Ashley Shannon Burke,
of Burke & Pecquet, LLC
This program has been approved for
1 hour general credit by the Supreme
Court of Ohio Commission on CLEs, as well
as the Kentucky Bar Association.
April 2020 Sports Law, Eric Combs
Wednesday, May 13, 2020, 12 pm-1 pm
Complex Appeals
Presenter: Attorney Paul Croushore
1.0 general credit pending in OH & KY

View us on YouTube!
Did you know that the Law Library has a
YouTube channel? Check us out to find instructional how-to videos and educational
content recorded right here in the library.
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Monday, June 15, 2020, 12pm-1pm
Elder Abuse Awareness ( for World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day)
Presenter: Reference Librarian Amy Kurlansky in partnership with Pro Seniors, Inc.
1.0 general credit pending in OH & KY
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Subscriber Benefits
All subscribers have access to the following
valuable resources and services:
Circulation privileges to borrow from over
40,000 print volumes for up to six weeks at
a time
Access to extensive legal information databases from the Law Library, including
Westlaw, IntelliConnect, Bloomberg Law®,
Overdrive e-books, HeinOnline, and Loislaw
treatises

Unpaid Subscriptions: Revocation
of Privileges
We have some subscribers whose library
privileges will be revoked March 1 for nonpayment of 2020 subscriber invoices. We
have to take that step but we will happily
reinstate privileges upon payment in full.
Call Vanessa at 513.946.5300 if you need
more information or a replacement invoice.

Wireless network throughout the Law
Library
Polycom videoconferencing
Five meeting rooms with speaker phones
Professional reference service by our law
librarians, available via e-mail, telephone,
and in person
Free document delivery by fax or e-mail of
print and electronic materials
CLE seminars throughout the year, on legal
research and substantive topics
Subscribers’ lounge, magazines, daily newspapers, and coffee
Bi-weekly news alerts by practice area
Discounted rates for photocopying
In addition, solos and attorneys whose firm
has a subscription have 24 hour remote access to Fastcase.com case law, Aspen/
LOISLaw treatises, HeinOnline (for under 50
attorney firms), EBSCOhost, and IntelliConnect Law, Business, Tax, and Accounting
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Room Reservations
Our new room reservations system is going
live! You can now reserve any of our conference rooms online from off site. To access
the system, you’ll need to log in to our website just like you do to access the remote
databases. Once logged in, simply click Services and then Reserve a Room. There,
you’ll be able to reserve any of our conference rooms, including the boardroom. The
system now features a description and photos of each room to help you select the
room that best meets your needs. Check out
our blog post for tips or this video tutorial
for a full walkthrough. Or contact staff
at reference@cms.hamilton-co.org if you
have any questions.
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Social Security, Medicaid & Medicare Resources

Medicare and immigration law
KFO91.A3 049 2011

Law Library subscribers have access to a variety of Wills and Estates resources, including
those listed below. If you have questions
about these resources, contact the reference
staff at reference@cms.hamilton-co.org or
513.946.5300

Medicare claims appeals process handbook
KF3608.A4 P47 2008-

A short and happy guide to elder law
KF390.A4 H445 2013
Advising the elderly or disabled client
KF390.A4 F7513

Social Security: law and practice
KF3649 .S63 L38

Alive and kicking: legal advice for boomers
KF3823.Z9 H44 2007

Medicare handbook
KF3608.A4 M436

The Social Security Act sourcebook
KF3649 .S63 L38

EBSCO

Elder law and financial strategies: planning
for later in life
KF390
.A4 h96 2008--

Social Security, Medicare & Government
Pensions
Long Term Care
Nolo's Guide to Social Security Disability
Your Rights in the Workplace

Handling a Social Security Case
KFO344 0H36 2013

Westlaw

Health Law
KF3821 .S4343 2015
International aspects of U.S. social security
and unemployment taxes
KF6289.A1 T354no. 917-3rd
Medicaid and Medicare forum
KFO341.5.P65 M32 2019
Medicaid and Medicare guide
KF3608.A4 C64
Medicaid: beyond the basics [in Ohio]
KFO341.5.P65 M4 2015
Medicaid planning and recover under the
ACA [in Ohio]
KFO341.5.P65 M43 2015
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American Jurisprudence
Medicare & Medicaid Claims & Procedures
Medicare & Medicaid Fraud & Abuse
Medicare Part B Explained (CCH )
Ohio Elder Law—Baldwin’s Ohio Practice
Ohio Jurisprudence
Social Security Claims: Practice and Procedure
Social Security Handbook
Social Security Law

HeinOnline
Social Security Bulletin
Journal of Legal Education (Roundtable on
Law & Medicine)
Medicare: Enrollment in Medicare Drug
Plans
Medicare Overview
Medicare Primer
Medicare Trigger
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Upcoming Events:

Upcoming CLEs

March 18, 2020: CLE: Medicaid, 1.0 credit in OH & KY
March 26, 2020: Reds opening day—Play ball!
May 13, 2020: CLE: Complex Appeals, 1.0 credit pending in OH & KY
June 5, 2020: Bridging the Gap (stay tuned for more information)
June 15, 2020: CLE: Elder Abuse Awareness, 1.0 credit pending in OH & KY
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Hamilton County Law Library
Hamilton County Courthouse
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