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New website launches to provide free legal information to Ohioans
By Rachel Smith, Content Manager, Ohio Legal Help
Ohio Legal Help
(www.ohiolegalhelp.org), a
website created to help all
Ohioans access the civil justice
system by providing free information on common legal issues, court and other legal
forms and referrals to legal
aid and bar association referral programs, formally
launched in August.
“Following from the recommendation of the Supreme
Court’s Access to Justice Task
Force, a steering committee of
judges, private lawyers, legal
aid lawyers, librarians, clerks
of court and domestic violence
advocates representing various Ohio stakeholder organizations was convened to develop a website for Ohioans
who needed legal information,” said David Kutik,
Ohio Legal Help board president. “This comprehensive
process, which resulted in the
creation of the Ohio Legal
Help website, has ensured
that Ohio Legal Help will meet
the diverse needs of potential
users.”
To lay the groundwork for
Ohio Legal Help, the steering
committee commissioned a
Page

survey of potential users.
Eight hundred Ohioans responded to the survey. Half of
the respondents made less
than $30,000 per year. The
survey showed that costs and
confusion of dealing with legal
issues were most frequently
cited as barriers to accessing
the legal system. Sixty one
percent of survey respondents
believed that they needed
more legal education and 68
percent strongly supported a
legal access portal website.
Ohio Legal Help addresses
these concerns with straightforward legal information that
helps Ohioans resolve legal
problems in common, critical
legal areas, such as housing,
family, consumer and income
maintenance.
The technology behind the
new website is mobile-first,
meaning that the website was
built to perform at its best on
a mobile phone. Ohio legal
help also features:


Guided help, or “triage,” to
get the user to the right
information and resources
for their problem;
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Tech Tip: Google Chrome Autofill Settings
Julie Koehne, Systems Librarian
Do you enter the same information over and over using your mobile device? Did you know
you can streamline the process by setting up information you typically use ahead of time?
Follow the directions below to start working smarter not harder.
STEP 1: Open your Chrome Browser.
STEP 2: Click on the Settings icon, the three dots at the top
right of your screen.
STEP 3: In the “Autofill” section, expand the Addresses and
more area to enter the information.

STEP 4: Slide the “Save and fill addresses” toggle switch on, then
click the “Add” button.

More Actions
button

Or, if an address is already listed, click on the “More actions” button and select “Edit.”
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STEP 5: Fill in the information you use frequently when filling out
forms, then click “Save.”

Use this same
method to edit
an address.

STEP 6: You have the ability to add more than one. Once you are in a
web-form click on one of the boxes and your choice(s) display for you to
choose. After you select the first box to fill in, it will fill in the other boxes
with the information you have saved.

For more information on this topic, see “Fill out forms automatically” in Google Help.
https://support.google.com/chrome/answer/142893?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop
There are Chrome Extensions that may be installed to fill in more information.
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/search/autofill?hl=en&_feature=free
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The “Form Assistant,” a new document
assembly tool that walks users through
the process of compiling forms; and,
 Curated legal, government, and community resources based on users’ location
and legal need.
The new website is live, but the team behind it is not finished. “We are committed
to continuous improvement,” said Ohio Legal Help’s Executive Director, Susan Choe.

Topical Updates

What does continuous improvement look
like? For now, the addition of new content.
Ohio Legal Help’s initial core content areas
were identified through the user survey,
which found that most Ohioans were looking for help with family, housing, and debt
matters. After that, the users reported a
need for information on education, employment, and navigating civil consequences of
contact with the criminal justice system.
These civil consequences include driver’s
license suspension and unsealed criminal
records.

Estates and Trusts



If you have not signed up before and would
like to start receiving substantive bi-weekly
updates in one or more practice areas,
please visit the topical updates page on our
website to sign up. You can select from the
following areas of law:
Criminal
Employment
Family Law

Intellectual Property
Pension Benefits
Real Estate
Tax
Torts
If you have any questions about this please
feel free to contact our Reference Librarian,
Amy Kurlansky.

Choe hopes that this expanded content will
help provide a bridge to opportunities for
Ohio’s most vulnerable, “Access to education, employment, and transportation is
critical to the prosperity and security of all
Ohioans,” she said. “We are focused on developing content in the next year to empower people to stabilize and care for
themselves and their families.”
Ohio Legal Help is expected to attract more
than 300,000 users in its first year. The information available on Ohio Legal Help is
free. Ohioans can visit the site at
www.ohiolegalhelp.org.

Article reprinted with Permission.
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Courthouse Centennial
Please join the Hamilton County Courthouse
as it commemorates and celebrates its 100year history. Originally dedicated in October
1919, the building has facilitated the administration of justice in this county since its
opening. Join us on October 18 at 11:30am
on the Courthouse steps and in the grand
and beautiful lobby to honor the building
and those who have served the interests of
justice here. RSVP at this link.
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Upcoming CLEs
Free to subscribers; $50 for non-subscribers
Registration is required.
To register, call 513.946.5300, email
reference@cms.hamilton-co.org, or
register via the website
http://lawlibrary.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/
classes/calendar/
September 9, 2019, noon-1 pm
The Law of Professional Boxing
By Attorney Carl Lewis
1 hour general credit in OH & KY
September 26, 2019, noon-1 pm
Poetry for Lawyers
By Joseph Tomain, Dean Emeritus, UC College of law
1 hour general credit in KY, 1 hour general
credit pending in OH

Pardon our Dust… Again
Thanks to the generosity of the Cincinnati
Law Library Association, the Hamilton County
Law Library will soon be embarking on even
more renovations. An updated and improved
computer lab and an expanded boardroom
are in the works! The computer lab renovations will provide a more modern space for
our patrons, reconfiguring and updating the
room to improve the functionality of our
technology. We will also be increasing the
size of our boardroom to accommodate more
patrons for CLEs and events. This will both
allow us to increase the capacity of CLEs and
provide a more spacious and comfortable
setting for attendees. We will strive to make
these improvements with as little disruption
to you as possible. We’ll remain open during
this time and will provide an alternative
space for our computer workstations, and
work to maximize the accessibility of the
boardroom space. We’re excited to offer
these enhancements to our subscribers and
will keep you up to date about when work is
scheduled to begin. Stay tuned for more details!
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October 3, 2019, noon-1 pm
CHANGE Court
By Hon. Heather Russell
1 hour general credit in OH & KY

Thank you!
As we head into a busy time of year, full of
back to school happenings, holidays, upcoming subscriber renewals (for us!) and,
of course, a looming CLE reporting deadline
for many of you, we just want to pause and
say thank you to all of our subscribers.
We’re happy to provide you a calming oasis
of coffee and friendly faces during this time
of year, and hope to ease the chaos a bit
by helping you out with your legal research
and providing you with those invaluable
CLE credits. Thank you for being our subscribers! Let us know how we can help you
out this time of year. Or any time!
Hamilton County Law Library Newsletter
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Subscriber Benefits
All subscribers have access to the following
valuable resources and services:
Circulation privileges to borrow from over
40,000 print volumes for up to six weeks at
a time
Access to extensive legal information databases from the Law Library, including
Westlaw, IntelliConnect, Bloomberg Law®,
Overdrive e-books, HeinOnline, and Loislaw
treatises
Wireless network throughout the Law
Library
Polycom videoconferencing
Five meeting rooms with speaker phones
Professional reference service by our law
librarians, available via e-mail, telephone,
and in person
Free document delivery by fax or e-mail of
print and electronic materials
CLE seminars throughout the year, on legal
research and substantive topics
Subscribers’ lounge, magazines, daily newspapers, and coffee
Bi-weekly news alerts by practice area
Discounted rates for photocopying

State of Ohio Room Grand Reopening
The renovations to our State of Ohio room
are nearing completion, and we’re excited
to show you our updated space! We’re inviting our subscribers to join us for a reception
and tour on October 4 from 12-2pm. We’ll
be showcasing our new space and part of
our historical art collection. Refreshments
provided! Please RSVP here. We hope to
see you on October 4!

In addition, solos and attorneys whose firm
has a subscription have 24 hour remote access to Fastcase.com case law, Aspen/
LOISLaw treatises, HeinOnline (for under 50
attorney firms), EBSCOhost, and IntelliConnect Law, Business, Tax, and Accounting
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Legal Form Resources
Law Library subscribers have access to a variety of resources on Legal Forms, including
those listed below. If you have questions
about these resources, contact the reference
staff at reference@cms.hamilton-co.org or
513.946.5300
American Jurisprudence Legal Forms
KF170 .A542
Anderson's Ohio elder law practice manual
KFO140 .L66 2006Anderson’s estate planning forms and clauses
KF755 .S35
Anderson's Ohio civil rules practice with
forms
KFO530 .M31 2007Baldwin’s Kentucky lawyer’s handbook, with
forms
KFK1730 .B34
Baldwin’s Ohio civil law, practice and forms
KFO530 .Z9 B35
Bender's forms of discovery; exhaustive compilation of interrogatories designed to enable
lawyers to elicit from adverse parties such
information as may be essential to adequate
preparation for trial
KF8900 .A3 B4

Couses’s Ohio form book
KFO68 .C65 2003Merrick-Rippner Ohio probate law, practice
and forms, including juvenile law and practice
KFO144 .M4 1967
Ohio civil rules practice, with forms
KFO530 .M31 2003 SUPERSEDED
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Ohio jurisprudence pleading and practice
forms
KFO68 .B353
Ohio limited liability company : forms and
practice manual
KFO207.5.A65 H46
Ohio Township Handbook
KFO432.5 .A3 2005
Patterson's Ohio Criminal code, annotated
KFO561 .P28
Online Resources
EBSCO
101 Law Forms for Personal Use
Business Buyout Agreements
Corporate Records Handbook
Copyright Handbook
Create Your Own Employee Handbook
Essential Guide to Workplace Investigations
Incorporate Your Business
IRAs, 401(k)s, & Other Retirement Plans
Solve Your Money Troubles
Overdrive
Anderson’s Ohio Civil Practice with Forms
Anderson’s Ohio Domestic Relations Practice Manual
Anderson’s Simple Will in Ohio
Ohio Transaction Guide—Legal Forms
Bloomberg® Law (available onsite)
Practical Guidance
Westlaw (available onsite)
Ohio Condominium Law
Ohio Employment Law
Ohio Form Finder
Ohio Forms Legal & Business
Ohio Forms & Transactions
Ohio Jurisprudence Pleading & Practice
Forms
Ohio Landlord Tenant Law
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Upcoming CLEs
Upcoming Events:
September 2, 2019, Law Library will be closed in celebration of Labor Day
September 9, 2019, CLE: The Law of Professional Boxing
September 26, 2019, CLE: Poetry for Lawyers

October 3, 2019, CLE : Hamilton County CHANGE Court
October 4, 2019, Law Library Grand Re-Opening
October 14, 2019, Law Library will be closed
October 18, 2019, Courthouse Centennial Celebration
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INSIDE THIS MONTH
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Hamilton County Law Library
Hamilton County Courthouse
1000 Main Street, Room 601
Cincinnati, OH 45202
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