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Google Me – The Importance of a Good Internet Profile to a Young Attorney
By Brad A. Council, Slovin & Associates Co., LPA. Reprinted With Permission.

As a young attorney there is one
thing that is constantly driven into
your subconscious; that your
reputation is the most valuable
asset that you have. Your reputation will affect everything you
do, from your interactions with
the opposing counsel and the
court to your ability to get that
introductory meeting with a new
client. A reputation is usually
made by word of mouth, but in
today’s technology driven society
your internet profile and search
results can be just as important.
The first place an opposing attorney or a new client will go to research and learn about you is the
internet. Without exception, they
will “Google You” to see what is
out there. And as a new attorney
what will they find? Will it be a
court opinion touting your triumph or pictures of you at the
bar with your friends? Will they
read a beautiful biography of
your accomplishments or a
scathing expletive laced comment from that pro se defendant
that you unscrupulously trounced
and embarrassed in court. To
keep a squeaky clean reputation
while boosting your internet profile and search engine results, I
recommend three things:

1) Be Nice. It is the age old
saying that your mother has
been driving into your head
since you were a child. The
advent of the internet did not
diminish its wisdom,
but enhanced it. Today, one
slip of the tongue or lapse in
judgment can “go viral”
and become what everyone
expects from you. A reputation
as the promising
young associate can quickly
turn to the firm idiot or worse,
the court jester, in the
blink of eye. Taking on an attitude of humility and professionalism will help to
curb any unwanted internet
reviews. While our system is
adversarial, taking on
the opposition with professionalism and common courtesy
goes a long way.
2) Get Involved. The more you
are involved, the more likely
your accomplishments
will rise to the top of an internet search. There are many
things a young attorney
can do. For example, volunteer
with your local bar association
or other nonprofit.
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Tech Tip: Check out how to get the City of Cincinnati’s Ordinances and
Resolutions! By Julie Koehne, Systems Librarian
The ordinances and resolutions are available online from 1993 to current.
Prior to ’93, they are still available by calling the Law Library @ (513) 946-5300 or
City Council @ (513) 352-3246
http://cincinnati-oh.gov/

From the City’s “home page”
go to “City Council’s home page”
or go straight to
http://cincinnati-oh.gov/council/pages/-

Under “Features”
click “Council Online”

Select “Search Council”

Hamilton County Law Library Newsletter

Page 2

Hamilton County Law Library News

On the “Council Items” page enter the ordinance number (note:
enter in sets of four. i.e., ord. 416
-2003 would be entered as 04162003) and click “Find Council”

On result screens click
“Get Documents” (at right),
and then on “ordinance”
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There is usually a nice write up about the
event and the volunteers are usually
named. Speak at a CLE event. Nothing will
boost your reputation like your name
on a podium, and hey, you may even learn
something. You can also write an
article or case note. Share what you have
learned in writing and watch the article
float to the top of the internet search results.
3) Promote. Self-promotion often has a negative connotation. But, with the way
law schools are churning out new lawyers
every year, it doesn’t hurt to show why
you stand above the rest. Online profiles are
everywhere, from LinkedIn, Facebook, Avvo,
Martindale-Hubbell, Bar Associations, Justicia, etc. Make sure yours are always up to
date and don’t be afraid to fill them out. That
way, when your name comes up in a search,
a new client can actually find and contact you.
If you have a good court decision, submit it to
Westlaw or Lexis. Attorneys can submit decisions to West editors for potential inclusion in
the case law collection by emailing
west.attysubmissions@thomson.com for federal and state appellate decisions or
TRL.trialdocsreceiving@thomson.com for
state trial court decisions.
Allow those searching for you to find out just
how well you perform in the courtroom.
Curious if these ideas will work? Do you want
to know what it will do for you? Go ahead,
“Google Me” and see.
Brad A. Council is an attorney with the law
firm of Slovin & Associates Co., LPA in Cincinnati, OH. Brad is licensed to practice law in
both the state and federal courts in Ohio,
Kentucky, and Indiana. For more information
on Brad and/or Slovin & Associates, please
visit www.sclpa.com or
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/bradcouncil/15/63a/5b3
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Annual Subscriber Fees
Now Due
Don't forget to renew your subscription to
the Law Library. Your timely payment will
ensure your continued access to legal information resources and services including
newsletters and news updates, borrowing
privileges, CLE attendance, document delivery, and more. We’ll send out final notices
in mid-February. Privileges will be revoked
on March 1 for subscribers who have not
paid by that date.
Interested in a quote for an annual subscription?
Contact Mary Ann Sweeney at
513.946.5300 or
masweeney@cms.hamilton-co.org.
Is your firm looking for ways to save on legal research fees? Firm subscriptions provide all lawyers and professional staff with
access to our resources for a discounted
fee. For more information about becoming a
subscriber, visit our website
http://www.hamilton-co.org/cinlawlib/
join.html

New Law Library Director Starts
February 1
Just a reminder that the new Law Library Director, Steve Miller starts on February 1,
2012. Make sure to stop in and say Hello to
Steve!
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What do you get with your subscription to the Law Library?
Services and Resources
The cost of legal research materials continues to skyrocket and your firm needs to be more
selective in what it keeps. You can access electronic resources 24 hours a day through the
Law Library, borrow current and historic print materials without having to buy them, and receive professional service and document delivery from our staff .
100% Firms 1
15 or fewer 50 or fewer 50 or more

NonMembers

Individuals
at Firms

Solos

•

•

•

•

•

•

Print Collection Circulation

•

•

•

•

•

Electronic Collection Access

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

CCH Newsletters

•

•

HeinOnline Law Journals

•

•

•

Fastcase.com Case Law3

•

•

•

•

ALI-ABA Practical Lawyer

•

•

•

•

Aspen / LOISLaw Treatises

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

15¢

8¢

8¢

8¢

8¢

8¢

Faxing (To/From)

varies

free

free

free

free

free

E-mail Delivery

varies

free

free

free

free

free

full price

member
price

member
price

member
price

member
price

member
price

Daily E-mail Case Updates

•

•

•

•

•

Topical E-mail Updates

•

•

•

•

•

Monthly Newsletter

•

•

•

•

•

Law Library Services & Resources

Law Library Collection Access
Print Collection Access

Reference Assistance
Remote Collection Access

•

2

Law Library Amenities
Wireless Network in Law Library
Conference Rooms (5)

•

Videoconferencing
Document Delivery & Copying
Photocopying per page

Other Services
Continuing Legal Education (CLE)
Seminars

1.
2.
3.

100% firms have a firm membership, which provides membership benefits to all professionals at the firm. An individual at a firm can also be a member, with fewer privileges.
Remote access is governed by individual contracts with publishers and so each resource has slightly different restrictions.
The Law Library’s Fastcase service is not restricted by firm size, but is only available to members in Hamilton County,
or in counties in Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky that are contiguous to Hamilton County.
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Free Ohio Case Law Resources
Law Library subscribers have access to Lexis
onsite and remote access to Fastcase*. See
below for some free alternatives for Ohio
case law research.
Ohio Supreme Court Opinion SearchContains Supreme Court opinions from 1992current and Appeals Court decisions from at
least 2000. Coverage varies by district on the
Appeals Court decisions. First District opinions go back to 2001. You can search the full
text of cases for key words.
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/ROD/docs/
Sixth Circuit Opinion Search-http://
www.ca6.uscourts.gov/opinions/opinion.php
Coverage goes back to 1999 but you cannot
search by keyword.
Google Scholar-http://scholar.google.com/
Coverage varies but the advanced search allows you to limit by jurisdication and date
range.

Lexis One covers the last ten years of State
and Federal Courts and the US Supreme
Courts from 1781 to present. You can search
by citation or key word and limit by dates,
party names, judges and counsel.
*Attorneys at firms do not have access to
Fastcase unless the firm has a membership
to the Law Library.

You and the Legal System:
Divorce Law Basics
Susan Ahlrichs of Ahlrichs & Ahlrichs is our
next speaker in the You and the Legal System Series for the public. Ms. Ahlrichs will
address divorce law in Ohio, focusing on
the steps that need to be taken to end a
marriage on Friday, February 17, 2012 at
12:00 noon at the Law Library. The program
is free to the public. To register, call
513.946.5300.

Findlaw- http://caselaw.findlaw.com/courts/
Ohio
Findlaw has the following Ohio coverage:
Ohio Supreme Court since 1997
• Ohio appellate courts since 1997
• Ohio county courts since 1997
• Ohio common please courts since 1997
• Ohio Juvenile court since 2004
You can search by party name, docket number or free text.

Please note that this is not a CLE event; it is
intended for the general public. However,
attorneys are welcome to attend and may
want to pass along the program announcement to clients, staff and community organizations. If you would like more information,
please contact Laura Dixon-Caldwell at 513
-946-5302.

Public Library of Law-http://www.plol.org/
Pages/Search.aspx
PLOL covers Ohio Supreme and Appeals
Courts from 1997 and the 6th Circuit from
1950.
The service is free but registration is required.
The advanced tab allows you to limit by jurisdiction and date.

You and the Legal System is brought to you
as a public service by the Hamilton County
Law Library, in conjunction with the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Lawyer Referral Service.

Lexis One-http://www.lexisone.com/lx1/
caselaw/freecaselaw?
action=FCLDisplayCaseSearchForm
Hamilton County Law Library Newsletter

Save the date for the next event in the You
and the Legal System series: Scott Knox
will present on Same Sex Legal Issues on
March 16. Details Forthcoming.
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Ethics Resources
Law Library patrons have access to a variety
of resources on legal ethics. If you would like
to use one of the resources listed, just call
and we’ll hold it for you. If you have questions about access to the Law Library’s
online resources, just ask a librarian for guidance.
Books
ABA Compendium of Professional Responsibility Rules and Standards
KF305 .A722
2011
ABA Lawyers’ Manual on Professional Conduct
KF305 .A16
Annotated Code of Professional Responsibility
KF306 .A764
Annotated Model Rules of Professional Conduct
KF306 .A764
2003
Compendium of Client Protection Rules
KF314 .C45 C65
2007
Dirty Litigation Tactics: How to Deal With the
Rambo Litigator
Janet G. Abaray
KFO76.5 .A2 L45
2010
Discipline Problems: How To Avoid Them
KFO76.5 .A2
2007
Do No Wrong: Ethics for Prosecutors and
Defenders
Peter A. Joy
KF9619 .J69
2009
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The Ethics of E-Discovery
John M. Barkett
KF8902. E42 B373
2009
Legal Ethics: The Lawyer’s Deskbook on
Professional Responsibility
KF306 .A4 R67
2000
Legal Ethics and Professionalism: Overcoming Common Challenges in Ohio
KFO76. A2 .L45
2008
Legal Ethics and Social Networking in Ohio
KFO76.5 .A2 .L433
2011
Legal Ethics in Ohio
KFO76.5 .A2 L44
2007
Model Code of Judicial Conduct
KF8779. A396
2007
Model Rules of Professional Conduct
KF305.A2 A232 2007
Online Resources
BNA:
ABA Manual on Professional Conduct
OH, KY and IN Ethics OpinionsOhio Supreme Courts Ethics Opinionshttp://www.sconet.state.oh.us/Boards/BOC/
Advisory_Opinions/default.aspx
Kentucky Bar Association Ethics Opinionshttp://www.kybar.org/246
Indiana State Bar Associationhttp://www.inbar.org/PublicInformation/
ISBALegalEthicsOpinions/tabid/81/
Default.aspx
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